
extraction. In another case the external os had receded during
labor to a point behind and above the promontory. He intro¬
duced half of his hand into the uterus past the internal os

and exerted gentle traction forward and downward. This
brought the cervix and lower segment of the uterus and the
child's head down into the pelvis with surprising ease.

139. The Curette in Treatment of Abortion.—Engel mann has
been trying to ascertain how extensively the curette is used by
general practitioners in treatment of abortion in the first
months of pregnancy. He sent a question blank to 80 physi¬
cians in and around his city, Dortmund, and received replies
which showed that 54 colleagues had had 1,500 cases of abor¬
tion in their charge during the year, and that 37 used the
curette unconditionally and 9 under certain conditions. Only 7
refuse to use it under any circumstances. These groups do not
include specialists, and the physicians who reported the largest
number of eases of abortion are the ones who are unconditional
advocates of the curette. These findings show, he says, that
the curette evidently does not deserve the wholesale denuncia¬
tion poured on it by certain writers.
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143. Pseudotuberculcsis of the Peritonsum.—Alessandri re¬

views ten cases from the literature in whi?h tubercles were

found on the peritoneum, and tuberculous peritonitis was diag¬
nosed, but the microscope showed that the tubercles were

merely the local reaction to the eggs of parasites or to foreign
bodies. In four other cases the pseudotuberculosis was the
result of a local reaction to small fragments of vegetable resi¬
due escaping into the peritoneum. He reports a ease, from his
own experience, in a woman of 20 with digestive disturbances
for some years. Symptoms finally developed suggesting ab¬
dominal mischief, and on the assumption of adhesions the
abdomen was opened. The stomach, omentum and liver were
found studded with tubercles, with the greater number around
a point in the stomach wall where there were traces of a

healed ulcer. The adhesions were detached and the abdomen
was sutured. Diagnosis was made of tuberculous peritonitis.
Microscopic examination of two or three scraps excised from
a tubercle showed that it consisted of giant cells with particles
of vegetable cells, giving the starch reaction, with no traces
of tuberculosis. The vegetable residue had probably escapsd
from the stomach through the ulcer and had induced the local
reaction. The patient has been in the best of health since.

144. Experimental Pericardiectomy.—Parlavecchio has been
conducting considerable experimental research on the question
whether or not pericardiectomy could ever have a therapeutic
application. A number of cases are on record of congenital
absence of the pericardium, and in most of these, which he
summarizes, there were no disturbances calling attention to its
absence, which was an autopsy surprise. There were circula¬
tory disturbances in a few, but the prognosis of this defect
seems to be good when the thoracic organs are normal. Ex¬
periments on ten dogs showed that pericardiectomy is an oper¬
ation on about the same plane as splenectomy or partial
thyroidectomy. It should be regarded only as a last resort,
but under these conditions it has good prospects of success.
Broad resection of the pericardium may, therefore, be consid¬
ered in cancer of the adjoining organs or in chronic pericardi¬
tis resisting conservative measures. The pericardiectomy
would leave a defect which might favor infection of the
pleura, but pleurisy is much easier to cure than pericarditis,
and it is the lesser of two evils. The Rydygier technic gives
ample access. He does not try to avoid sacrificing the left
phrenic nerve, having found that the functions of the dia·

 1  ' ."·  do not suffer by its removal, while its retention might
result in dangerous adhesion of the nerve to the heart. The
technic should be dominated by the necessity of avoiding
injury of the auricles and large vessels and to refrain from
touching the right wall of the pericardium, for fear of injur¬
ing the phrenic nerve or the other pleura, which would be
liable to entail paralysis of the diaphragm or bilateral pneu¬
mothorax. In none of his dogs were the adhesions after peri-
cardiectomy very calamitous. The fewest adhesions were
found in dogs with more extensive resection. Some of the
dogs are in apparent good health to date, five or six months
since the operation, although all grew thin at first and the
left ventricle became hypertrophied.

145. Suppurative Pancreatitis.—Fasano's patient was a girl
of 13. An operation was performed as the last resort, but the
advanced autointoxication, stercoremia and complete paralysis
of the intestine rendered the intervention futile. The syn¬
drome presented is studied from the differentiating point of
view, with analysis of the corresponding literature.
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140 »The Extirpation of F.ugs. R. Oka. Commenced in No. 6.

146. Extermination of Vermin.—Oka's report deals mainly
with vermin in barracks, and describes numerous methods of
extermination practiced. None was found entirely satisfac¬
tory, but the best results seemed to follow pouring a 15 per
cent. solution of caustic soda into the crevices from the spout
of a teapot. Referring to the bites, Oka says that when the
region swells or itches, sucking the region stung for 25 or 30
minutes, will give relief and cure if repeated once or twice.
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